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- Ambassador’ 5 Denial o of CIA Ties os Trested With Skepticism. 


BY DON COOK 


Times Statt Werer 


LISBON—Ever since American _ 


Acmbassador Franx Carlucei arrived 
ae three months aso, he has been 

usy shooting down | Sicries that he 
ser works fer the Central Intel 
Lzence Agency, and it hes been like 
killing flies with an airrifle. 

He has now tried the ‘ilypaper 
technique,” facing a Lisbon press con- 
ference arranged at the unusual invi- 


tation of’ the Information Ministry. | 
“th about 100 Portuguese and: 


boas journalisis. But hawever suce 
pac he might have been, the CIA 
omplex goes on buzzing in Lisbon 

@ probably never will expire, | 
eThe ambassador. at least won 
Plaudits for his fluent Portuguese 
‘which was reported to be gramatical- 
iy almost perfect if somewhat marred 
sor Lisbon perfectionists by a Brazili- 
‘an accent As for the press confer- 
ence itself, the questions were, pre- 
ecably, along the lines of "have You 
‘sepped beating your wife™ {as it 
heppens, Carlucci has no wife). And 


‘Ts replies were greeted, predictably, ° 


‘with “Methinks he doth. protest too 
sch” 


The Portuguese press these davs is 
Leftist-controlied almest across the 
teoard, much of it open?v Communist. 

ind about all that Carlucci could 
really expect when he decided to 


dace the mob was that they would 


oat his name right and quote him 

rrectiv. That was about what his 
Cs cisclaimers get, along with a 
Jerce dose of skepticism, 

‘Tne weekly newpaper Sempre Fixe 
cz:Tied the story of the press confer- 
ec ce under a headline "One Hour to 

av 7 Not with a cartoon of Carlucci 
a a halo over his own head and 
2 lead tf; the article which read: 
"Lured to the press conference by 


Tromises of cianfication, instead all 


we gol were Geniais” 

ihe Lisbon daily Diario de Noticias, 
orn3 of the more res scons.c.e papers in 
wn2 country, leaped for us headline 


_ Frank Carlueci : 
AP Wirephata 


‘on the circumstances under which. 
 Carlueci had been forced to leave 


Zanzibar where he served as head of 


‘the American diplomatic mission. 


Their headline reack “Munitions was 
the word Frank Cariucci used when 
he was thrown out of Zanzibar’ 


It was indeed true, for it seems that 


at some particularly tense point in a 
Zambian governmental upheaval, 
Carlucci got on the telephone to 
Washington and said over an open 


- Jine that he wanted more "ammuni- 


tion" in the form of policy decisions 
and instructions to deal with the. si- 
tuation. The gleeful Zanzivarians lis- 
iening in on the conversation de- 
clared him persona non grata and 


tossed him out. Try to expiain this to . 


the Portuguese press these days and 
have it understood, 


Carlucci, as can be surmised, is a 


” combative personality and not exact- 
iy a low-profiie aiplomat. Having, 


served in such exctic trouble posis as 
Zanzibar, Kinshasz end Brazil, and 
having been sent to Lisbon because 
Secretary of State date A, Kissin- 
fer did not think the embassy here 
was being tough enouzh about the 


“local Communist, preoisms, i? really is 


| volved in the March coup’ M) was the 


tenstuck with the CLA label 

Whether en open press conference, 
exposing himself to some imposeble 
questions (‘can you produce "doce 
uments to prove vou were not i 


best. way to deal with the situation, 
most of Carlucci's diplomatic cel- 

leagues in Lisbon would doubt. But 
at least he is on the record as having 


denied any CLA connection. 


"Tt is inconceivable that someone 


foreign and domestic posts that I 

‘have, which need careful clearance. 
by the United States Senate," Carluc. 
ci said "I have not nor ever have 


nYOy = 


; “nat very surprising that ke has Sok! 


| : 


| 
i 


- from’ the CLA could ‘occupy the | 


| 


been a CLA member, and the United | 


States had no part whatsoéver in the 
events of March J1 {the attemsted _ 
countercoup in Portugal ®eich | 
failed)" - : 


Before the press conference, Car. 


‘Tucci had given several on-the-record 
- interviews to American journaliss on. 


the subject of his alleged CLA in- 
voivement and sent a formal protest 
to the Portuguese Foreign Ministry 
about an article on the subject which 
appeared in the- Lisbon newspaper 


‘Capital At the same time he wrote to 


the Ministry of Information to com- 
plain about a “well-oiled. well-direc:. 


ed smear campaign” against him. The | 
- result was the invitation from Irfor. | -. 
mation Minister Jorge Jesu 


| ‘ 


ino. to ' 


come to the ministry in person—=. . 


which Carlucei Promptly aecepied. 
“Whether his efforts have been efe 
fectiv e or counterproductive, whet 


er it will now die awav or whether 


there is enough inuendo from the 


_ press conference to ‘Keep _ re 


going. remains to be seen. The fact 
that the deputy director of the CLA, 
Lt. Gen. Vernon A Walters : 
visit to Portugal last Augurt at 24 
ucularly difficult period in ths r+cr: 
lived era of Gen, Ant ono Ee Sa2 

presidency is mot much k : 
lucei and the American ieee im 
dz, 
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